
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 2 June, 2015

Between 7.30pm and 8.50pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present
Andrew Robbins – Chair, Cllrs Peter Tully, Brian Corbett, Sally Harris and Steven Farrell

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk, Rev Peter Mander, Clare Thorpe, PC Coline Heath, Olga Hall, Neil Jones, 
Brian & Rose Milne, Julie Blackie, David Coulter plus 2 further parishioners.

1. Apologies for absence – There were no apologies.

2. Declarations of interest – None were raised. 

3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, 
were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair

4. Public Question Time – The Clerk confirmed there had been no request for a topic to be raised.

5. Matters arising
a) item 5a: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village:  The Clerk’s report was received and agreed.  

b) item 5c: Play Area lighting: Cllr Tully provided details of options for solar powered lights. Cheapest was to 
purchase on-line from abroad but it questionable the quality and after sales service.  He advised he had been 
speaking to a company based in Wales called Dragons Breath Solar. They had provided a quote of £1,175 
plus VAT for supply (not installation).  This unit would run two days without sunlight on two 70W solar 
batteries. The module provides a timer for when operational and it was agreed it potentially could be set up to
be light from dusk to 22:30 or 23:00. The power of the unit is 12W LED. All agreed with the purchase of the 
unit but the Clerk was asked to contact NCC Planning before a purchase was made. 

c) item 5d: Otterburn broadband: The Clerk advised he had not heard from John Cooper at iNorthumberland and
he would chase for an update on the superfast broadband roll-out.    

d) item 4: Defibrillator and first aid training: Cllr Robbins advised that in addition to the £10,247.50 raised at the 
Promise Evening Lesley White had raised a further £308 doing a sponsored run making a total of £10,555.50.
The committee have decided defibrillators will be purchased via Stephen Carey Foundation for Byrness, 
Rochester, Otterburn, Elsdon and West Woodburn. The remaining funds will go towards Bellingham Middle 
School in their efforts to raise funds for a defibrillator. The units have been ordered and the Clerk was asked 
to get a point of contact for each location. Training would be provided for each location by Stephen Carey 
Foundation.   

e) item 5e: Parking in Brierley Gardens: Following details provided at the last meeting the Chair advised he had 
spoken to some residents of Brierley Gardens. It was agreed after discussion that those residents wishing to 
pursue the matter would contact ISOS directly.   

f) item 8a: Otterburn Castle concert: It was reported that the concert may have been postponed but no official 
communication or reason had been given. All agreed it would be very disappointing if this proved to be 
correct.

g) item 8b: Percy Arms sale: All agreed it was excellent news about the sale of the Percy Arms and given Duncan 
Fisher’s reputation there was excitement about the future of the place. 

h) item 8c: Parish Council vacancy: The Clerk advised that the local resident approached to be co-opted had 
agreed. All were in agreement to the appointment. 

6. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for May 2015: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses was agreed. 
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b) Review of Parish Council finances for 2015-16: The Clerk provided a review of the finances and forecast for the 
rest of the financial year. All agreed to the recommendations.

c) Payment of NALC annual subscription: The payment of £133.28 was agreed.   

d) Payment of invoice for newsletter printing: The payment of £189.59 to J. Cartridge was agreed. It was noted the 
payment is met by donations and payments for advertising in the newsletter. 

e) Donation request for newsletter costs: Following discussion it was agreed to donate £75.00. 

f) Invoice from C. Mowatt: The Clerk advised he had not received an invoice this month.

7. Planning 

a) 15/01162/FUL: Erection of birds of prey centre – visitor attraction: Land south of Otterburn Mill: Following 
discussion and review of paperwork there was full agreement to support the application. It was believed the 
Bird of Prey Centre would be an enhancement to Otterburn.    

The Clerk advised of a further application received from the National Park Authority – 15NP0028: 
Construction of raised decking and steps at lodge number 3 (retrospective): Lodge 3, Otterburn Hall: Following discussion 
the application was agreed however it was agreed the Parish Council didn’t want to set a precedent in 
agreeing a retrospective application. There was discussion on the amount of recent development on the estate
and concern about potentially over-development with an infrastructure of water and sewage, in particular, 
that was potentially in-adequate to support. As no planning applications had been received the Clerk was 
asked to write to NNPA seeking an explanation on their planning process at Otterburn Hall estate. 

 A further planning application had also been received from NNPA for 26 holiday lodges at Otterburn Hall 
estate. The Chair advised that as there were a large number of people attending specifically for this topic it 
would be covered at the end of the formal Parish Council meeting.

8. New Business
a) HLF Redesdale Landscape Partnership Scheme: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.    

b) School bus service: The response from NCC was shared and accepted. Concern regarding the future of jobs of
drivers and other Snaiths staff was raised. The Clerk was asked to contact NCC for their comments on the 
social impact on Otterburn following the decision not to grant the schools contract to Snaith’s. 

c) Community Speedwatch (CSW) Scheme: The Clerk advised that Northumbria Police had opened the scheme 
again and seeking applications for local areas. It was agreed the Councillors would share the details across the 
community seeking support. PC Heath provided details of the training and process of the CSW. The Clerk 
was asked to contact neighbouring Parishes with the possibility of sharing resources.

d) Otterburn Football Club – Presentation night: The Chair provided details of the evening.   

e) Community messages: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. 

f) Millennium Green stone seat: Cllr Farrell provided an update on the progress of the stone seat repairs.  

Planning Application - 15/NP0042: Construction of 26 new build holiday lodges at caravan site: Otterburn Hall grounds: 
An overview of the application was provided and the Chair opened the discussion. There was concern that 
the lodges would increase noise at the estate. There was also a belief that the plans for the sewage works were
inadequate and not viable. Additionally there was concern over the infrastructure of the water supply. 

Some of the attendees with property on the estate highlighted their own problems with the water, sewage and
access on the site. Following discussion the Councillors agreed to object the application in its present format 
based on concerns of sewage and water infrastructure as well as the unclear plans regarding arrangements of 
shared access.

9. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council 
10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 7 July, 2015 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall.  

Surgery – There was further discussion regarding the development and ongoing problems at Otterburn Hall 
estate.   Meeting closed at 8.50pm
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